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though he can still receive emoluments from the Academies
to which he belongs. It is a feature of the organisation of
science in Russia that senior men are grossly overworked.
A man who directs three institutes cannot remain long
enough in any one of them to do much creative work. In
fact one finds that some first-class Soviet scientists are
almost constantly in motion or dissipating their energies
on committees: a situation not unfamiliar to scientists in
countries outside Russia.
Another feature of directorships in Soviet research insti-
tutes is that there is no age limit for retirement. It is widely
believed that mode/n Russia is managed by young men.
For science, at any rate, this belief is unfounded. By and
large, science is in the hands of old men. Academician
Bach, up to the time of his death in his ninetieth year (May
1946), was director of the Institute of Plant Physiology and
the Institute of Biochemistry. Academician Joffe, who is
67, is director of the Physico-technical Institute and the Insti-
tute of Physico-agrononiy. Academician Stern, who is 69,
is director of the Institute of Physiology and professor in the
Moscow Medical College. Academician Obruchev, who
delivered an oration on Soviet Geology at the Academy cele-
brations in 1945, is 83. Academician Varga, who directs
research on Economics, is 66. Academician Zelinsky, who
is still prominent in Moscow scientific circles, is 85. Some
of these men are still remarkably active and they really con-
trol their institutes. Others are somewhat frail, and the de
facto control of their institutes has fallen to deputy directors,
the unenviable position of deputy director being held often
by a man already in his sixties. A man young enough to
have began Ms university education under the Soviet regime
might by now be in his middle forties: quite old enough
to take tie lead in Soviet science. Yet only thirteen scholars
born in the twentieth century have been elected to the Aca-
demy ; six of these are writers on philosophical or economic
affairs; one is an explorer; and only six are scientists.1
1 Data from 220 let akaderm nauk S.S.S.R., 1945.

